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CHAPTER 14         ASSIGNING STREET NAMES AND NUMBERS  

1401 Purpose  

In accordance with RSA 231:133 and 231:133-a, the Selectmen of the Town of 

Exeter hereby establish the following ordinance in order to develop a more 

uniform street naming and street addressing system throughout the Town of 

Exeter to enable people to locate addresses effectively for providing emergency 

services and deliveries.  

1401.1 Enforcement  

Either the Building Inspector or Fire Department, or their designees, shall 

enforce the provisions of this section. The Planning Board shall inform all 

subdivision applicants of the provisions of this ordinance. A Certificate of 

Occupancy shall not be issued until the provisions of this ordinance are 

complied with.  

1401.2 Street Names  

Whenever a name is assigned to any new street, highway or right-of-way, or a 

change is made in the name of an existing street, highway or right-of-way, the 

Board of Selectmen shall make a return of the same to the Town Clerk, who 

shall make a record of a new name or name change, and shall forward a copy 

of such record to the Commissioner of Transportation, in accordance with the 

requirements of RSA 231:133, or as the same may be subsequently amended.  

In accordance with RSA 231:133, the Board of Selectmen may change the 

name of any such street, highway, or right-of-way at any time when in its 

judgment there is occasion for so doing. The Board of Selectmen may also 

change the name of a private street, highway, or right-of-way when the name 

change is necessary to conform to the requirements of the enhanced 911 

telecommunications system.  

In the process of assigning names to any street, highway, or rights-of-way, 

the Selectmen shall apply the following guidelines to the extent practical:  

a.   All proposed names to streets, highways, or rights-of-way or a 

change in the name shall be reviewed by the E911 Committee prior to 

a vote by the Selectmen. The E911 Committee shall provide the 
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Selectmen with their written recommendation for Selectmen 

consideration. No proposed name that receives a negative review by 

the E911 Committee shall be utilized. The new street, highway, or 

right-of-way name recommended by the E911 Committee shall be 

provisional until such time it is adopted by the Selectmen.  

b.  No name shall be assigned to a street, highway, or right-of-way which  

shall duplicate the name of any other proposed or existing street, 

regardless of the use of the suffix “street”, “avenue”, “way”, 

“lane”, “drive”, or the like.  

c.  All proposed street, highway, or right-of-way names shall be  

substantially different so as not to be confused in sound or 

spelling with present names.  

d. All proposed street, highway, or right-of-way names shall not include  

first or last names, unless special exemptions are recommended by 

the E911 Committee and approved by the Board of Selectmen.   

e. The extension of a street, highway, or rights-of-way shall have the  

same name as the existing street, highway, or rights-of-way name. (for 

example, River Street Extension shall be River Street).  

  The Planning Board shall have the authority to assign a provisional name to 

all streets, highways, or right-of-ways shown upon a subdivision or site plan 

being considered for approval by the Planning Board, provided that no such 

provisional name shall be assigned to such street, highway, or right-of-way 

until such time as the Planning Board shall have followed the procedures set 

forth herein.  

The E911 Committee, may, from time to time, recommend a name change to 

the Board of Selectmen when the name change is necessary to conform to the 

enhanced 911 telecommunications system.  

Changes to any existing street, highway, or right-of-way shall be provisional 

only until such time as such name change is adopted by the Board of 

Selectmen after posting of notice and holding of a public hearing. No public 

hearing shall be required where the affected property owner(s) voluntarily 

consent to their street, highway, or right-of-way being renamed as indicated 

by Town records.  
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1401.3 Street Numbers  

Pursuant to RSA 231:133, the Building Inspector or the Fire Department of the 

Town of Exeter, or their designees, shall have the authority to assign numbers 

to all existing or proposed residential and/or commercial structures and/or to 

vacant lots. In assigning numbers, the Building Inspector, Fire Department, or 

their designees shall employ the following criteria:  

         a. Odd numbers shall be assigned to the right side of the street and the  

left side shall be given even numbers.  

b.  For every ten (10) feet of right-of-way frontage within the business 

district, there shall be an individual number assigned and every door 

shall have its own number. The business district shall be all structures 

located on either side of Water Street and the section of High Street 

between the Exeter River and the intersection with Portsmouth 

Avenue. This provision may be applied in other areas of Town outside 

the business district if deemed appropriate by the E911 Committee.  

c.  Separate numbers should be assigned to the entrance of a 

duplex or townhouse.  

d.  Multi-unit structures shall receive one number with the units 

numbered in accordance with the following:  

i.  Large multi-unit structures sub-addresses should numeric with the 

first number in the sub-address indicating the floor of the unit or at 

a minimum, some other type of floor designator. For example, in 

these buildings, units on the first floor would receive sub-addresses 

between 101 and 199; units on the second floor receive sub- 

addresses between 201 and 299. Basement floors should receive a 

floor designator of B with sub-addresses between 01 and 99.  

ii. Exception: On a case by case basis row houses, strip malls, or 

downtown congested storefronts may be addressed at the front 

door of each adjoining unit, and each unit treated as its own 

independent building rather than part of a multi-unit structure.  

e.  Subordinate designation, such as half-numbers and alphabetical 

suffixes, shall not be used.  
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f.  For every fifty (50) feet of right-of-way frontage outside of the 

business district, there shall be an individual number assigned.  

g.  The beginning of the street shall be at the end which intersects 

with a collector street and, so far as possible, shall be the end 

closest in distance to String Bridge.  

Existing numbering patterns for existing streets, highways, or right-of-ways, 

which do not comply with the provisions herein, may be assigned new 

numbers by the Building Inspector, Fire Department, or their designees, as 

necessary to conform to the requirements of the enhanced 911 

telecommunications system. The alteration of existing numbers by the 

Building Inspector, Fire department, or their designees, shall be provisional 

only until such time as such alteration is adopted by the Board of Selectmen 

after posting of notice and holding of a public hearing. No public hearing shall 

be required where the affected property owner(s) voluntarily consent to their 

property being renumbered as indicated by Town records.  

The owner of any building or structure shall affix an assigned number to his 

mailbox, if any, and building or structure within thirty (30) days of written 

notice from the Town.  

The E911 Committee, may, from time to time, recommend changes to an 

existing numbering pattern to the Board of Selectmen when the change is 

necessary to conform to the enhanced 911 telecommunications system.  

1401.4 Location and Size  

a. Street signs on roadways to be maintained by the Town shall conform to the 

standards established by the Public Works Department.  

b. Building numbers shall be at least 3.5" and of contrasting color to the 

mounting surface and be in clear view from the public way that 

serves the building. If the structure is too far from the road to be read 

by emergency personnel, a post or similar device will be mounted at 

the curb line with the building number. All building numbers shall be 

numerical and shall not be written out as a word (for example “5” 

shall not be “Five”).  
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c.  Businesses located within a block, shopping center or other configuration  

where no number is apparent at the rear shall have numbers posted on 

or near the rear exit(s).  

1410 Penalty  

Any person that remains in violation of this Chapter after thirty (30) days of 

receiving written notice of said violation, shall be punishable by a fine of not 

more than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for each day the violation continues 

thereafter .  

 


