
 
 

TOWN OF EXETER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
10 FRONT STREET • EXETER, NH • 03833-3792 • (603) 778-0591 •FAX 772-4709 

www.exeternh.gov 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
EXETER CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Monthly Meeting 
The Exeter Conservation Commission will meet in the Nowak Room, Exeter Town Offices 

 at 10 Front Street, Exeter on Tuesday, July 9th, 2024 at 7:00 P.M. 
Call to Order: 

1. Introduction of Members Present 
2. Public Comment 

Action Items:  
1. Continued discussion of a Wetland and Shoreland Conditional Use Permit application from Foss 

Motors for a proposed Vehicle Storage Area and Accessory Storage Building at Tax Map 52, 
Lot 112.2. (Christian Smith, Beals Assoc.)  

2. Wetland Conditional Use Permit application from IS Realty Trust for a minor subdivision at 100 
Linden Street adding two additional lots with partial shared driveway with access via Patricia 
Ave. Tax Map 104 Lot 71 (Ian Winter, owner) 

3. Conceptual discussion for 3 4-story apartments with 121 2-bedroom units, a 4,680 SF 
commercial space, and a separate triplex from Haven Lane at Tax Map 65, Lot 118 (Portsmouth 
Ave/Haven Ln).  (Paige Libbey, Jones and Beach) 

4. Committee Reports  
a. Property Management 

i. Raynes Updates (LCHIP Grant, Ridge Cap tile replace (transferred funds from 
interns), Mooseplate funds received – soliciting quotes for siding replacement 

ii. Stone property mowing – July and Sept/Oct 
b. Trails 
c. Outreach Events 
d. Other Committee Reports (River Study, Sustainability, Energy, Tree, CC Roundtable) 

i. Energy Committee – Seeking Measuring Volunteers for Insulated Window 
Insert Program 

ii. Pickpocket Dam Project Update 
5. Approval of Minutes: 5/14/24 Meeting 
6. Correspondence 

Other Business   
7. Next Meeting: 8/13/24, Submission Deadline 8/2/24 

 
Dave Short   
Exeter Conservation Commission 
Posted July 8th, 2024 Exeter Town Website www.exeternh.gov and Town Office kiosk.  
 
 

ZOOM Public Access Information:  
Virtual Meetings can be watched on Ch 22 or Ch 98 and YouTube.  
To access the meeting, click this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84758986265 
To access the meeting via telephone, call: +1 646 558 8656 and enter the Webinar ID: 847 5898 6265 
Please join the meeting with your full name if you want to speak. 
Use the "Raise Hand" button to alert the chair you wish to speak. On the phone, press *9. 
More instructions for how to access the meeting can be found here:  
https://www.exeternh.gov/townmanager/virtual-town-meetings  

Contact us at extvg@exeternh.gov or 603-418-6425 with any technical issues. 

http://www.exeternh.gov/
http://www.exeternh.gov/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84758986265
https://www.exeternh.gov/townmanager/virtual-town-meetings


TOWN OF EXETER  
PLANNING DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM  

 
 

Date:  July 5th, 2024  
To:   Conservation Commission Board Members  
From:   Kristen Murphy, Conservation & Sustainability Planner  
Subject:  July 9th, Meeting  
 
1. Foss 

The applicant came before the Conservation Commission for conceptual review on July 11 2023.  
The design was modified to include the storage facility and was reviewed twice by the Technical 
Review Committee.  In the first review the application included an under-pavement stormwater 
gallery which was modified prior to the second review to add filter media to address nitrogen and 
phosphorus removal. The current proposal reflects replacement of the under-pavement gallery with 
porous asphalt.  At the May conservation commission meeting the board requested review of this 
redesign by the Towns consulting engineer prior to acting. I anticipate receiving Underwood 
Engineering Inc’s comments on Monday July 8th and will share them with the board as soon as they 
are available.  The applicant has provided test pit information and removal efficiencies.  Inclusion of 
the porous asphalt has decreased the overall impervious cover within the shoreland district to 15.3%.     
 
Suggested Motion: 
 
____ We have reviewed the Wetland Conditional Use Permit application and ARE IN 

SUPPORT of the application (as proposed) (with the following amendments): 
 
____      We have reviewed the Wetland Conditional Use Permit application and ARE NOT IN 

SUPPORT of the application as noted below: 
 
 

 
2. Wetland CUP for 100 Linden  

This site may appear familiar to some as it was the location of a previous proposal for a 5-lot 
subdivision that was approved in 2019.  The development did not move forward. The applicant is 
now proposing a 3-lot subdivision, keeping the original dwelling (lot 3) as is, and adding two 
additional lots accessed by Patricia Ave. Given the smaller wetland buffer impact proposed in this 
application, we did not require the applicant to provide an additional wetland report.  Your packet 
does include the one conducted previously.  
 
Suggested Motion: 
 
____ We have reviewed the Wetland Conditional Use Permit application and ARE IN 

SUPPORT of the application (as proposed) (with the following amendments): 
 
____      We have reviewed the Wetland Conditional Use Permit application and ARE NOT IN 

SUPPORT of the application as noted below: 
 
 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCFn0ubahp0


3. Conceptual Design for 76 Portsmouth Ave 
The applicant wishes to present a mixed-use neighborhood development proposal to you for your 
feedback.  As this is a conceptual design, neither the applicant nor the Board shall be bound by these 
discussions.  No motions/board action is required but comments could help the applicant understand 
the best approach moving forward. For details refer to the letter and site plan concept in your packet.   
 
 

4. Committee Reports 
I will provide updates at the meeting.   

 



BEALS ⋅ ASSOCIATES PLLC  

  70 Portsmouth Avenue 
  3rd Floor, Unit 2 
  Stratham, N.H. 03885 
  Phone: (603)-583-4860 

Fax: (603)-583-4863 
   
 
 

TRANSMITTAL 
 
 

Town of Exeter               Date:  June 27, 2024 
10 Front St.       Project: NH-1471 
Exeter, NH 03833                 Location: 127 Ports Ave. 
         Via: Hand Deliver 

                                       
Items: 
 
 Attached: For Conservation Commission Submittal 
 
 
 
We are sending you the following items:  

1 – Copy of Letter of Explanation  
1 – Copy of Full-Size Plans (8-sheets) 
1 – Copy of Half-Size Plans (8-sheets) 
1 – Copy of Test Pit Logs with Infiltration Test Results 
 
 
 

                                  
Comments: 

Electronic copy to follow via email. 
 
Transmitted by:    Christian O. Smith, PE. 



BEALS ⋅ 
ASSOCIATES 

PLLC  

  70 Portsmouth Avenue 
  3rd Floor, Suite 2 
  Stratham, N.H. 03885 
  603 – 583 - 4860 

Fax:  583 - 4863 
June 27, 2024 
 
Chairman 
Town of Exeter Planning Board 
10 Front Street 
Exeter, NH 03833   
 
RE: Letter of Explanation 

Foss Motors - Proposed Vehicle Storage Area & Accessory Storage Use 
 Tax Map 0052 Lot #: 112.2 
 
Members of the Board: 
 
The applicant is proposing a commercial vehicle storage area at the front of the lot to increase 
inventory at 127 Portsmouth Avenue, along with a connecting driveway to the existing Foss 
Motors vehicle display lot. Additionally, a 22,500 square foot accessory storage use building is 
proposed towards the rear of the lot to be served by municipal water & sewer. The parcel 
consists of 6.24-acres which is encumbered by 150-foot and 300-foot municipal Shoreland 
Protection District (SPD) buffers adjacent to the Exeter Reservoir as well as wetland pockets 
and associated buffers. Disturbance and impacts associated with the proposed development 
requires applications for Conditional Use Permits for both the Wetlands Conservation Overlay 
District and Shoreland Protection District. Wetland and shoreland impacts are shown on the 
provided plans and applications. 
 
We met with the Planning Board for a preliminary consultation in June 2023 and with the 
Conservation Commission in July 2023 to review the project and obtain feedback prior to 
embarking on full engineering design. Since then, we have completed the site design, attended 
two rounds of Technical Review Committee (TRC) meetings, responded to two rounds of 
comments by the TRC and three rounds of comments by Underwood Engineering, and 
performed site walks with both the Conservation Commission and Planning Board. Changes 
associated with these consultations have included the reduction of impervious surfaces, 
including the removal of a drive aisle around the building and revising the parking area to 
porous pavement. Additionally, roof runoff is now directed to a stone infiltration trench along 
the south side of the building. 
 
In terms of stormwater, the entire water quality volume from the proposed parking area and 
building will be infiltrated into the ground following treatment. In addition to the removal rates 
associated with an infiltration trench which are 90% of Total Suspended Solids (TSS), 55% of 
Total Nitrogen (TN), and 60% of Total Phosphorus (60%), a bioretention filter media is 
provided within the trench to remove an additional 90% of TSS, 65% of TN, and 65% of TP. 
The porous pavement removal rates are 90% of TSS, 60% of TN, and 65% of TP. These 
removal efficiencies rates are per the NHDES Stormwater Handbook and meet the Town of 
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Exeter requirements. All treated stormwater from the parking lot will be discharged 
downstream of the Exeter Reservoir. 
 
We look forward to presenting this project to you in the near future. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Very truly yours, 
BEALS ASSOCIATES, PLLC 
 
Christian O Smith 
 
Christian O. Smith P.E. 
Principal 
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EROSION & SEDIMENT
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COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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POROUS PAVEMENT  &
INFILTRATION TRENCH

DETAILS

4" MIN ON 24"
ADS N-12/HANCOR DUAL WALL

OUTLET ADAPTER

12" FOR CORRUGATED HDPE

INVERT ELEVATION

(ACCORDING TO

PLANS/TAKE OFF)

12" OVERFLOW RISER WITH DOME GRATE

6" MIN. SUMP

12"

INTEGRATED DUCTILE IRON

GRATE TO MATCH BASIN O.D.

WATERTIGHT JOINT

THE BACKFILL MATERIAL SHALL BE CRUSHED STONE OR OTHER

GRANULAR MATERIAL MEETING THE REQUIREMENTS OF CLASS I,

CLASS II, OR CLASS III MATERIAL AS DEFINED IN ASTM D2321.

BEDDING & BACKFILL FOR SURFACE DRAINAGE INLETS SHALL BE

PLACED & COMPACTED UNIFORMLY IN ACCORDANCE WITH ASTM D2321.

NOT TO SCALE
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GOVE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC. 

8 Continental Dr Bldg 2 Unit H, Exeter, NH  03833-7526 

Ph (603) 778 0644 / Fax (603) 778 0654 

info@gesinc.biz 

www.gesinc.biz 

TEST PIT DATA 
 

Project  Foss Motors, Exeter,  NH  

Client  Foss Motors 

GES Project No. 2023094 

MM/DD/YY Staff 06-17-2024  James Gove, CSS#004 
 

Test Pit No. 01 Soils Series: Udorthents 

 ESHWT:: 18” Landscape: Graded area 

Termination @ 64” Slope: B 

Refusal: No Parent Material: Fill over marine 

Obs. Water: None Hydrologic Soil Group: C 

 

Horizon Color (Munsell)  Texture    Structure-Consistence-Redox  

^A 0-4”  10YR3/2  loamy sand   massive-friable-none 

^B 4-18” 10YR4/4  loamy sand   massive-friable-none 

C1  18-44” 2.5Y4/2   silt loam   massive-firm-5YR5/6 

C2  44-64” 2.5Y5/2   silty clay loam   massive -firm- 5YR5/6 

 

           

    

 

Test Pit No. 02 Soils Series: Udorthents 

ESHWT:: 16” Landscape: Graded area 

Termination @ 61” Slope: B 

Refusal: No Parent Material: Fill over marine 

Obs. Water: None Hydrologic Soil Group: C 

 

Horizon Color (Munsell)  Texture    Structure-Consistence-Redox  

^A 0-8”     10YR3/2  loamy sand   massive-friable-none 

^B 8-16” 10YR4/4  loamy sand   massive-friable-none   

C1 16-42” 10YR4/4  silt loam   massive-friable-5YR5/6 

C2 47-61” 2.5Y5/2   silty clay loam   massive-firm-5YR5/6 
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Test Pit No. 03 Soils Series: Udorthents 

ESHWT:: 20” Landscape: Graded area 

Termination @ 69” Slope: B 

Refusal: No Parent Material: Fill over marine 

Obs. Water: None Hydrologic Soil Group: C 

 

Horizon Color (Munsell)  Texture    Structure-Consistence-Redox  

^A 0-8”  10YR3/2  loamy sand   massive-friable-none 

^B 8-20”  10YR4/6  loamy sand   massive-friable-none   

C  20-69” 2.5Y5/42  silt loam   massive-firm-5YR5/6 

 

 

 

 

 

Test Pit No. 04 Soils Series: Udorthents  

ESHWT:: 32” Landscape: Graded area 

Termination @ 70” Slope: B 

Refusal: No Parent Material: Fill over marine 

Obs. Water: None Hydrologic Soil Group: C 

 

Horizon Color (Munsell)  Texture    Structure-Consistence-Redox  

^A 0-8”  10YR3/2  loamy sand   massive-friable-none 

^B 8-32” 10YR4/6  loamy sand   massive-friable-none   

C1 32-50” 2.5Y5/4   loamy sand   massive-friable-5YR5/6 

C2 50-70” 2.5Y5/3   silt loam   massive-firm - 5YR5/6 

 

 

 

 

 

Test Pit No. Hillside Soils Series: Windsor 

ESHWT:: 86” Landscape: Hillside cut face 

Termination @ 126” Slope: B 

Refusal: No Parent Material: Sand over marine 

Obs. Water: None Hydrologic Soil Group: B 

 

Horizon Color (Munsell)  Texture    Structure-Consistence-Redox  

A 0-6”  10YR3/3  loamy sand   granular-friable-none 

B 6-30”  10YR5/6  loamy sand   granular-friable-none   

C1 30-86” 10YR4/6  sand    massive- friable – none 

C2 86-126” 2.5Y5/4   silt loam   massive-firm-5YR5/6 
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48 Stevens Hill Road, Nottingham, NH  03290 

603-734-4298 ♦ mark@westenv.net 
 
 
Kristen Murphy                                                                                                    October 3, 2019 
Natural Resource Planner 
Town of Exeter 
10 Front Street,  
Exeter, NH 03833 
 
RE:  Proposed Subdivision 100 Linden Street, Exeter, NH                   
SUBJ: Conditional Use Permit Application – Wetlands Assessment 
 
Dear Kristen: 
West Environmental, Inc. (WEI) submits this letter in support of the Conditional Use Permit 
Application for the above referenced project. It includes information on the wetland 
delineation, wetland functions, wetland buffer impacts and wetland mitigation.  WEI flagged the 
wetland boundary in October of 2018 at the request of the landowner.  The wetlands were 
delineated according to the following standards: 
 
• US Army Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual, Technical Report Y-87-1 (January 

1987). 
• Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Northcentral 

and Northeast Region (October 2009). 
• Field Indicators for Identifying Hydric Soils in New England Version 4 
• National List of Plant Species That Occur in Wetlands: Northeast (Region 1). U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service. 2013 
• Code of Administrative Rules. Wetlands Board, State of New Hampshire (Current). 
 
 
We evaluated soil probes and plant communities to determine the edge of wetland.  There are 
three wetlands on the property.  Wetland A is within the proposed Lot 5 in the western portion 
of the property where an existing house will remain.  This wetland has no impacts and is not 
associated with the Conditional Use Permit.  Wetland B is in the southwest corner of the site 
along the southern property boundary adjacent the proposed detention basin.  This wetland is 
and is the northern edge of a sloping red maple hemlock swamp with poorly drained soils which 
extends south off site.  Wetland C is in the northeast corner of the site and is a pit and mound 
forested wetlands with poorly drained soils.  There are large white pine, red oak, and white oak 
growing on small upland islands in this wetland.  
 
Photo documentation of the wetlands and the proposed development and buffer impact areas 
are attached.   
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Wetland Function                                                                                                            

The wetlands were evaluated utilizing a wetland assessment methodology developed by the US 
Army Corps of Engineers New England Divisions Highway Methodology Workbook Supplement 
as a guide.  This evaluation is based on the physical characteristics of the wetland through field 
inspections.  This assessment evaluated the following wetland functions: 

Groundwater Recharge/Discharge – This function includes the ability of a wetland to provide 
recharge of surface water into the ground and/or discharge groundwater into surface waters. 

Wetland B has indicators of wetland discharge down slope of the site.  Wetland C has very 
shallow water in spring within the pits and therefore does not recharge significant water into 
the ground.  

Flood-flow Alteration – This function considers the effectiveness of the wetland in reducing flood 
damage by attenuation of floodwaters for prolonged periods following precipitation events. 

Wetland B is sloping and does not hold water for flood storage.  Wetland C hold small pockets of 
water but has many small island of uplands and therefore provides limited flood storage. 

Sediment/Toxicant/Pathogen Retention – The presence of this function reduces or prevents 
degradation of water quality because the wetland acts as a trap for sediments, toxicants or 
pathogens. 

Wetland B is sloping and therefore does not provide sediment trapping as water moves through 
the system.  Wetland C has many small depressions that hold water and provides some 
sediment trapping.  

Nutrient Removal/Retention Transformation – This function relates to the effectiveness of the 
wetland to prevent adverse effects of excess nutrients entering surface waters or aquifers. 

Wetland B is limited in this function due to its slope.  Wetland C provides minor nutrient 
attenuation function as it holds some water during spring and rain events.  

Production Export – This function relates to the effectiveness of the wetland to produce food or 
usable products for human or other living organisms. 

This function is provided to a small degree by the fruit bearing shrubs within both wetlands. 

Sediment/Shoreline Stabilization – This function relates to the effectiveness of a wetland to 
stabilize stream banks and shorelines against erosion. 

This function is not present in either wetland as they are not associated with streams. 

Wildlife Habitat – This function considers the effectiveness of the wetland to provide habitat for 
various types and populations of animals typically associated with the wetland and the wetland 
edge (includes resident and migratory species). 

Both wetlands provide minor wildlife habitat function, but this is limited due to lack of aquatic 
habitat, vernal pools and their relatively small size.  Habitat for forest dwelling species is 
present.  
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WEI worked with Millennium Engineering to prepared wetland buffer impact and mitigation 
detail sheets attached.  The goal is to restore buffers closest to the wetland to protect wetland 
functions.  
 
Wetland B has 3,280 SF of 40-foot buffer zone impacts for a stormwater detention basin.  
The outside slope of the basin closest to the wetland will have 1,950 SF of buffer plantings. 
 
Wetland B - Temporary Buffer Impacts to be Restored 1,950 SF 
Species                                                              Number                   Size 
Pinus strobus   White Pine                                   7                         3-4'  
Clethera Alnifolia  Sweet Pepperbush               8                         2-4’  
Vaccinnium corymbosum   Blueberry                8                         2-4'   
Viburnum dentatum   Arrow wood                    7                         2-4'  
 
Wetland C has 1,490 SF of permanent impact to the outer portion of the 40-foot buffer zone.  
2,260 SF of the inner 40-foot buffer zone to Wetland C will be restored. 
An addition 2,000 SF of 40-50-foot buffer to Wetland C will also be planted. 
 
Wetland C - Temporary Buffer Impacts to be Restored 2,260 
Species                                                              Number                   Size 
Pinus strobus   White Pine                                  10                        3-4'  
Clethera Alnifolia Sweet Pepperbush                8                         2-4’  
Vaccinnium corymbosum   Blueberry                 8                         2-4'   
Viburnum dentatum   Arrow wood                   10                         2-4'  
 
Wetland C – Additional Wetland Buffer Plantings 2,000 
Pinus strobus   White Pine                                    6                         3-4'  
Clethera Alnifolia  Sweet Pepperbush                6                         2-4’  
Vaccinnium corymbosum   Blueberry                 6                         2-4'   
Viburnum dentatum   Arrow wood                     6                         2-4'  
 
The limited functions of the two wetlands have minor impact to a small portion of their overall 
40-foot buffers.  These impacts will be mitigated by buffer restoration plantings.   
This completes our report to support the Condition Use Permit Application for impacts within 
the 40-foot setback to wetlands.  
 
Please call our office if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mark C. West  
NH Certified Wetland Scientist # 10 
 
Cc:  Sandy Winter  
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May 14, 2024 2 
Novak Room 3 
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7:00 PM 5 

Draft Minutes 6 
 7 

Call to Order 8 
 9 

1.  Introduction of Members Present (by Roll Call)  10 
 11 
Present at tonight’s meeting were by roll call, Chair Dave Short, Vice-Chair Connor Madison, Trevor 12 
Mattera, Andrew Koff, Kyle Welch, Nick Campion, Keith Whitehouse, Alternate Michelle Crepeau, 13 
Alternate Bill Campbell, and Select Board Representative Dave Chartrand. 14 
 15 
Staff Present: Kristen Murphy, Conservation and Sustainability Planner 16 
 17 
Mr. Short called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and introduced the members. 18 
 19 
2.  Public Comment 20 
 21 
There was no public comment outside of agenda items. 22 
 23 
Action Items 24 
 25 
1. Wetland and Shoreland Conditional Use Permit application for a proposed Vehicle Storage Area and 26 

Accessory Storage at Tax Map 52, Lot 112.2 for Foss Motors. 27 
 28 
Mr. Short read out loud the Public Hearing Notice. 29 
 30 
Christian Smith of Beals Associates presented the application on behalf of Foss Motors.  He indicated 31 
Brenden Walden was here on behalf of Gove Environmental.  Mr. Smith described the location of the 32 
proposed building and adjacent parking lot.  He referenced the survey and wetland delineation.  Mr. 33 
Smith described small wetland pockets, shoreline protection setbacks and wetland buffers on the 6.24-34 
acre parcel.  He noted there were two iterations with the Technical Review Committee (TRC).  35 
Conventional asphalt is proposed with impervious pavement shown on the plan in the hatched area.  He 36 
indicated the connecting driveway and trees greater than 16” caliper shown on the plan.  Mr. Smith 37 
referenced the site walk this afternoon. 38 
 39 
Mr. Smith described the 22,500 square foot (area) building proposed to store dry parts. The need for the 40 
building is driven by the inability to get parts timely when they need them.  He noted roof runoff would 41 
be addressed with downspouts and gutters. 42 
 43 
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Mr. Smith described drainage in detail with bioretention and lateral drains 25’ on center beneath. 44 
 45 
Ms. Crepeau expressed concerns with impact to the wetland buffer.  46 
 47 
Mr. Smith displayed the shoreland areas in green and orange on the map as the 300’ in green, 150’ in 48 
orange and temporary in purple. 49 
 50 
Mr. Smith described restoration of the temporary impacts with loam and seed. 51 
 52 
Mr. Campbell asked how wide the area would be compared to the existing Foss Motors area (the area 53 
shown in the green rectangle on the plans) and he noted they would have about half of the frontage 54 
Foss has now. 55 
 56 
Mr. Campbell asked about the two paved wetlands in A1 and A2 and Mr. Smith responded they are 57 
connection to other wetland systems.  Mr. Walden clarified that A1 and A2 are natural wetlands.  Mr. 58 
Campbell asked if B6 and B4 were being filled.  Mr. Koff noted the buffered impacts to A2.  A1 is a 59 
retention pond when Foss was built. 60 
 61 
Mr. Koff asked about rip rap and Mr. Smith showed the location. 62 
 63 
Ms. Crepeau asked the number of parking spaces and Mr. Smith indicated the required landscaped 64 
islands were proposed but the parking lot would not be striped, spaces not designated as they were a 65 
display area. 66 
 67 
Ms. Crepeau asked about snow removal and Mr. Smith noted Foss moves snow offsite if inundated. 68 
 69 
Mr. Campbell asked where the water would go. Mr. Smith noted the impervious system is lined with 70 
geo-fabric and would go to manholes and a pipe.  He noted they were not completely impervious.  Mr. 71 
Campbell asked if eventually the water would go to Wheelright Creek and Mr. Smith indicated yes.  Mr. 72 
Campbell asked the lifespan of the fabric and Mr. Smith indicated if not disturbed about 25-30 years.  73 
Mr. Koff asked if water was entering the reservoir and Mr. Smith indicated no.  Mr. Campbell asked 74 
about climate change.  Ms. Murphy noted the required multiplier has to be met.  Mr. Smith noted the 75 
trench could not be located on the other side per the state.  He noted no infiltration testing had been 76 
done yet. 77 
 78 
Mr. Madison referenced areas B1-B3 and noted while they meet state jurisdiction, they are called 79 
swales and he has never seen that.  B1 and B2 are described as manmade drainage ditches.  B3 has no 80 
impact and B4 is the northside of the building.  Mr. Smith noted preapplication with the state is not 81 
necessary under 10,000’ of disturbance and so this would be a minor impact application.  Mr. Madison 82 
expressed concerns with the removal of trees and establishing a natural wetland buffer. 83 
 84 
Mr. Koff noted that during the conceptual hearing the design was not capturing infiltration on site and 85 
noted concerns with displacement of infiltration capacity from the site.  He expressed concerns with 86 
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runoff from the parking lot during a heavy rainstorm reaching overflow elevation.  Mr. Smith noted they 87 
were reducing volume and peak flow.  The parking lot was reduced since conceptual. 88 
 89 
Mr. Koff noted concerns about the larger size (from the conceptual) of the parking lot.  The impact is 90 
concerning and the scope of wetland buffer impacts.  He noted this is a sensitive location next to the 91 
town drinking water supply and felt it was not designed in a way that was sensitive to the site and 92 
wetland impact from the building. 93 
 94 
Ms. Crepeau echoed the concerns about the parking lot. 95 
 96 
Mr. Whitehouse stated that while he agreed with the balance of people doing what they want on their 97 
own land he had concerns with the adjacent water supply. 98 
 99 
Ms. Murphy asked about meeting nitrogen requirements and Mr. Smith indicated the extended 100 
retention time. 101 
 102 
Ms. Murphy indicated the design had not been reviewed by the town’s engineer, Underwood 103 
Engineering (UEI).  Mr. Campbell indicated he would like to wait to make a recommendation until the 104 
Commission has this report.  Ms. Murphy noted the Commission could request that more information is 105 
provided. 106 
 107 
Mr. Short reviewed the criteria for wetlands.  #1 is permitted in the zone.  #2 whether there is an 108 
alternate design that is feasible with less impact.  Mr. Koff noted concerns with natural wetland, forest 109 
clearing and grading and believes the design could be more sensitive to the southern areas.  Mr. 110 
Madison agreed.  #3 impact/functions and values – Mr. Koff noted it would be helpful to have the UEI 111 
report to understand the underdrain system and drainage to Wheelwright Creek.  Mr. Madison noted 112 
the impact to A2.  Mr. Smith noted the scoring mechanism.  Mr. Walden noted minimal impact.  Mr. Koff 113 
did not agree due to the sensitivity of the site and felt it needed additional consideration. 114 
 115 
Mr. Campbell asked about the stream to the west.  Ms. Murphy indicated north of Foss Motors, which 116 
outlets to A1.  Mr. Koff described the other car dealership, Hannaford, and renovated stream area which 117 
adds flow to this (while the applicant is not responsible for other property flow). 118 
 119 
Mr. Koff noted concerns with monitoring the areas contributing to the runoff adequately and the size of 120 
the drain being connected to.  Mr. Smith noted the drain had plenty of capacity outside the 100-year 121 
flood plain.  Mr. Koff noted this is something UEI should review – the additional flow to the system.  Mr. 122 
Smith noted that there are not prime wetlands involved and Aot is not impacted in this case.  #4 impact 123 
detrimental to wetland buffer is being discussed.  #5 public, health, safety and welfare, loss etc. – Mr. 124 
Koff noted the area of sensitivity.  Mr. Short continued reading the criteria out loud.  #6 wetland buffers 125 
elsewhere on the site – Mr. Smith indicated an inability to because of being surrounded by 126 
development.  #7 temporary disturbances – Mr. Smith described restoration.  #8 permits from NHDES, 127 
485-A:17, NH wetland, Army Corp – S 404 of Clean Water Act, etc.  The answers were noted to be sparse 128 
just the design impact.  Mr. Koff indicated there were typically more explanations.  Mr. Smith referenced 129 
Gove Environmental’s memo. 130 
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 131 
Mr. Chartrand indicated he felt it appropriate to wait for the design review from UEI.  Mr. Short agreed 132 
noting combined with the location next to the town’s water source, having that report would be a big 133 
factor in deciding.  Mr. Koff expressed concerns that the applicant will be meeting with the Planning 134 
Board on the 23rd and may take action without the Commission’s review.  A memo could be sent. Ms. 135 
Murphy noted that if the Planning Board did not make a decision on the 23rd their next meeting is on the 136 
13th of June and the Commission would have the opportunity to meet before then. 137 
 138 
Mr. Mattera indicated the area is sensitive because of the reservoir.  With hydrology and water quality 139 
changes a concern and not having an engineering background, stripping so many trees.  The 140 
management plan (stormwater and impervious system) has not been discussed.  He agreed waiting for 141 
the report would be beneficial.  Mr. Smith noted the applicant would have AoT (Alteration of Terrain) 142 
and would be required to provide stormwater inspection and maintenance reports annually as well as 143 
maintaining the impervious pavement to keep it functioning. 144 
 145 
Mr. Short noted the Board has reached a consensus that it is beneficial to wait for more information 146 
from UEI. 147 
 148 
MOTION:  Mr. Madison motioned to table until UEI is complete, before the Conservation Commission’s 149 
meeting on June 11th.  Mr. Short seconded the motion.  A vote was taken, all were in favor, the motion 150 
passed 7-0-0. 151 
 152 
2. Letters of support for Bank Stabilization along the Exeter River at River Run at Exeter –Aquatic 153 

Resource Mitigation Grant (Paige Libby, J&B and Tracy Degnan, RCCD) 154 
 155 
Paige Libby and Tracy Degnan presented the bank stabilization plan for River Run at Exeter and showed 156 
the Commission some stormwater plans to deal with drainage of the ponding areas. Ms. Degnan posted 157 
a plan showing an area near the clubhouse.  She noted plans for rain barrels, swale and rain garden.  She 158 
noted the culvert would keep water off of the road and use of a larger bioretention system. 159 
 160 
Ms. Degnan described the living shoreline proposal for dealing with bank erosion.  She noted the April 161 
20 storm caused a bank failure.  Ms. Libby got an emergency authorization from NH DES for temporary 162 
stabilization.  DES would like to see the living shoreline concept.  She discussed funding applications with 163 
DES and Great Bay 20 30 and noted she would like to have letters of support. 164 
 165 
Mr. Mattera noted habitat value should be discussed.  Mr. Koff noted that they were using wood and 166 
asked about the living shoreline concept. Ms. Murphy described restoration with natural vegetation. 167 
 168 
MOTION:  Mr. Madison motioned to authorize Mr. Short to issue letters of support.  Mr. Mattera 169 
seconded the motion.  A vote was taken, all were in favor, the motion passed 7-0-0. 170 

 171 
3.  Letters of support future grant applications for Conservation of the Rugg Property 172 
 173 
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Mr. Chartrand provided an update on the title and boundary issues by reading a letter dated April 29th 174 
from Town Planner Dave Sharples.  He noted the report provided by the Ruggs contradicts many prior 175 
surveys and the tax maps and town counsel was engaged.  The town made an offer of resolution (which 176 
could not be specified per legal) on April 29th and has received no response from the Ruggs.  They met 177 
with them and counsel last week and there was no mention of the offer. 178 
 179 
Mr. Short noted that while this has always been contingent upon resolution of the boundary issues the 180 
Commission would still support the application under the same conditions.  Ms. Murphy noted there are 181 
three specific grant applications, and it would be good to provide Mr. Short with blanket authorization 182 
concerning issuance of support letters for this project’s grant applications. 183 
 184 
MOTION:  Mr. Koff motioned to approve the authorization for Mr. Short as proposed by Ms. Murphy.  185 
Mr. Mattera seconded the motion.  A vote was taken, all were in favor, the motion passed 7-0-0. 186 

 187 
4. Approve expenditure – Spring Tree program ($253.80) 188 
 189 
Ms. Murphy detailed the program with the students of Lincoln Street School.  Each of the fourth-grade 190 
students are given a sapling to take home and plant.  The expenditure request is for the purchase of 191 
saplings. 192 
 193 
MOTION:  Mr. Short motioned to approve the expenditure request of $253.80 from the Conservation 194 
fund.  Mr. Mattera seconded the motion.  A vote was taken, all were in favor, the motion passed 7-0-0. 195 

 196 

5.  Committee Reports 197 
 198 

a.  Property Management 199 
 200 

i.  Raynes Farm 201 
 202 
Ms. Murphy reported there was bird dog training on the property in the morning, and it is a 203 
non- commercial club activity which is allowed.  Mr. Campbell asked if it would impact the 204 
farmer and Ms. Murphy didn’t think so.  She would like to follow up after the first cut due to 205 
nesting bird sensitivity. 206 

 207 
b. Trails 208 

 209 
Mr. Short reported being contacted by Sean who would like to use flat rock in the low areas and put 210 
together a plan for materials and labor. 211 
 212 
Mr. Short noted the powerline restoration went well putting things back together. 213 

 214 
c.  Outreach Events 215 
 216 
 i.   Citizen’s Science Project – River Herring Migration Count 217 
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 218 
Ms. Murphy indicated information is available on the town website for volunteers wanting to 219 
participate in the herring count at Great Bridge to supplement NH Fish & Games count which 220 
they are doing three times a day.  Mr. Welch asked if ExeterTV might want to put something 221 
together and Ms. Murphy indicated Bob reached out to her today. 222 

 223 
 ii.  SST Student Clean Up – 5/15 (rain date 5/17) 224 
 225 

Ms. Murphy reported the student clean up day will be two times, 7-9 AM and 10-11:30 AM on 226 
the 15th with a rain date of the 17th. 227 
 228 
iii.  Explore Exeter Walk – May 22 – 3 PM 229 
 230 
Ms. Murphy noted the next walk would be at Henderson Swasey Town Forest.  Parking is 231 
recommended at the Trestle lot or 3C1 since Watson Road has been posted no parking on street 232 
and tickets are being issued with a $15 fine.  She noted the last walk went well with about five 233 
attendees. 234 

 235 
d.  Other Committee Reports (River Study, Sustainability, Energy/CPAC, Tree, CC Roundtable) 236 
 237 
Mr. Mattera indicated he went to the River Advisory meeting and the final report was provided 238 
concerning the Pickpocket Dam which includes public comments and emails.  The Committee voted 239 
4-0-2 to recommend dam removal to the Select Board. 240 

 241 
Ms. Murphy reported the Sustainability and Energy Committee met and is interested in  the 242 
proposal for a Styrofoam collection event.  They will discuss feasibility and review the Waste 243 
Management contract expiring in 2027. 244 

 245 
6.  Approval of Minutes April 9, 2024 Meeting 246 
 247 
MOTION: Mr. Short motioned to approve the April 9, 2024 meeting minutes.  Mr. Koff seconded the 248 
motion.  A vote was taken, all were in favor, the motion passed 7-0-0. 249 

 250 
7.  Correspondence 251 
 252 
There were no updates outside of agenda items. 253 
 254 
Other Business 255 
 256 
Next Meeting;  Date Scheduled 6/11/24, Submission Deadline 5/31/24 257 
 258 
  259 
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8.  Adjournment 260 
 261 
MOTION:   Mr. Short motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 PM.  Mr. Koff seconded the 262 
motion.  A vote was taken, all were in favor, the motion passed 7-0-0. 263 
 264 
Respectfully submitted, 265 

Daniel Hoijer, Recording Secretary 266 
Via Exeter TV, Zoom ID 874 3044 0587 267 
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