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Part | (2019) of the Coastal Flood Risk Summary provides the latest * NH Coastal Flood Storm surge
science related to coastal flood risks in New Hampshire and includes Risk Summary Groundwater rise
updated projections of relative sea-level rise, coastal storms, e Flood risk tolerance Case studies

groundwater rise, precipitation and freshwater flooding. This science e Sea level rise Resiliency planning
report (originally published in 2014) is updated every five years.

Part 11 (2020) of the Coastal Flood Risk Summary provides step-by-step guidance for how to incorporate updated coastal flood
risk projections into land use and land development planning, regulations, and other decision-making projects. The Guidance
document is the focus of this information sheet.

Key Points:

The Guidance provides an overview of the coastal flood risk projections developed in Part I. It also provides a set of guiding
principles to inform projects in incorporating future coastal flood risk projections and enhance coastal flood resilience.

The Guidance document walks the user through a seven-step process to select an appropriate range of coastal flood risk
projections (i.e. sea-level rise, coastal storms, groundwater rise, precipitation, freshwater flooding) to use, based on the
project’s tolerance for flood risk and intended life span.

How to Use the Guidance:

The “Science at a Glance” boxes at the start of each step provide
a succinct summary of the latest science-informed projections (p.
16, and others).

The Guiding Principles (starting on p. 3) should be considered
when working through the seven-step process. Follow the steps
(beginning on p. 6), and use the online mapping tool (see Step
3.2, p. 20) and worksheet (Section E) to help with decisions about
project design, land use and land development planning, and
regulatory controls.

The case studies on culvert replacement (p. 20), advisory climate
change risk areas (p. 27), climate-induced wetland expansion

(p- 32), and permit applications (p. 37), give examples of how to
apply the steps and process. They also provide tangible examples
of what other local communities have done in their resilience
planning efforts.

Link to Exeter Climate Resources Page with NH Coastal Flood Risk Summary



https://www.exeternh.gov/bcc-cc/climate-related-documents

Examples from the Guidance:

(projections continue out to 2150)
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