
2019 Zoning Amendments 

 

 

Zoning Amendment #1: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #1 as proposed by the 
Planning Board for the town zoning ordinance, as follows: Removing the definition of fertilizer in 
Article 2, and adding it under Articles 9.2 Aquifer Protection and 9.3 Shoreland District for ease 
of access.  Setting type, rate and annual fertilizer limits in the Aquifer Protection and Shoreland 
Districts, providing temporary waiver provisions for heavy use turf, restoration and the 
establishment of new landscaping.  The intent of this amendment is to set standards for fertilizer 
use, with limited flexibility for heavy use turf and plant establishment while minimizing the 
potential for nitrogen and phosphorus runoff. 

 
Zoning Amendment #2: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #2 as proposed by the 
Planning Board for the town zoning ordinance, as follows: To amend the Shoreland District Use 
Regulations removing striked language and adding language in italics as indicated below:  
 
9.3.4. B. Use Regulations: 

Maximum Lot Coverage:  Impervious surfaces, shall not cover more than ten  
percent (10%) of any lot or portion thereof within the Shoreland Protection  
District adjacent to the shoreline of the Exeter River, Squamscott River,  
Dearborn Brook, Water Works Pond, and Fresh River as defined in 9.3.3,  
unless a Conditional Use Permit is granted by the Planning Board under the  
terms of Article 9.3.4.G.2 Exeter Shoreland Protection District Ordinance –  
Conditional Use. 

 
The intent of this amendment is to eliminate ambiguity in the language and align the ordinance 
with the way it has been applied to projects by the Planning Board historically.   
 
Zoning Amendment #3: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #3 as proposed by the 
Planning Board for the town zoning ordinance, as follows: To rezone the 
Professional/Technology Park (PP) zoning district to Corporate Technology Park (CT).  The 
intent of this ordinance is to change the PP zoning district to CT to allow additional commercial 
uses in this area to encourage the commercial development of this area.   
 
Zoning Amendment #4: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #4 as proposed by the 
Planning Board for the town zoning ordinance, as follows: Deleting “Assisted Living Facility” 
from the Permitted Principal use column in Table 4.2 Schedule I:  Permitted Uses in the C-3 
Epping Road Highway Commercial zoning district?  The intent of this ordinance is to prohibit 
Assisted Living facilities in the C-3 Epping Road Highway Commercial zoning district.  Assisted 
Living facilities would still be allowed in four other zoning districts in Exeter. 
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Date:  November 29, 2018         

To:  Planning Board 

From:  Dave Sharples, Town Planner 

Re: Zoning Amendment regarding the Professional/Technology Park (PP) 

zoning district  

 

In conversations with Darren Winham, the Economic Development Director, he 

indicated that prospective developers of this area have mentioned that development of 

this zone would be enhanced if there were additional permitted uses that could occur in 

this area.  After further discussion, if this area were rezoned, it made sense to suggest 

making it Corporate Technology Park (CT) that abuts the Professional/Technology Park 

(PP) zone and is a bit less restrictive than the PP in the uses allowed.  I have attached 

the use table from the Zoning Ordinance showing the permitted principal uses, 

accessory uses and uses via Special Exception that shows the differences between the 

two zones. 

 

The Master Plan Oversight Committee (MPOC) discussed this proposal and supported 

bringing it to the board for discussion.  The attached map illustrates the proposed 

change.  I would ask that the board hold a public hearing at the December 20th meeting 

on this in the event you want to have further discussion.    

 

Thank you. 
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Assisted Living facilities talking points: 

Describe the proposal. 

This will remove Assisted Living Facilites from the Permitted uses in the C-3 

District. 

Assisted Living facilities are defined in our Zoning ordinance as:  See ZO 

The use is currently allowed in the R4, R5, R6, NP, and C3.  Show them these 

areas.   

The Master Plan states “Review zoning ordinances to identify recommended 

changes that will create a balance of housing types to meet projected future 

needs” and lists the HAC as the Town Support. 

The HAC became aware of a pending project in the C3 for a large assisted living 

facility and was concerned that this use is residential but being proposed in a 

commercial zone, albeit an allowed use.  They discussed the appropriateness of 

allowing a residential use in the Epping Road corridor as there were past attempts 

to construct residential along this corridor in the C-3 district that were defeated.  

ZBA denied a variance and a petitioned zoning amendment warrant article to 

allow residential uses in this district in 2016 failed. 

Exeter has four Assisted Living facilities, Three at Riverwoods and Langdon Place 

totaling about 100 units.  The C3 zoning district is one of just a few areas where 

vacant commercial land exists to provide true commercial opportunities.  The HAC 

does recognize that these types of facilities do create some jobs but it is more 

residential in nature and assisted living facilities can vary based on the care they 

provide and where that care is provided.  

This amendment would also allow the HAC time to examine this use more closely 

in the context of the entire Town and possibly examine the allowance of other 

types of residential if that is a goal of the Town to have residential use in this 

area.   

It is important to note that this amendment would not immediately affect the 

proposal that recently went before the Planning board for Design Review as that 

proposal is vested for a year to return to the Board regardless if this amendment 

was adopted. 
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Date:  November 29, 2018         

To:  Planning Board 

From:  Dave Sharples, Town Planner 

Re:  Zoning Amendment regarding Assisted Living Facilities  

Over the last several months, the Housing Advisory Committee (HAC) discussed the 

attached potential zoning amendment that would prohibit Assisted Living Facilities in the 

C-3 Epping Road Highway Commercial District.  After discussion, the HAC voted to 

forward the zoning amendment to the Planning Board for consideration.  The Master 

Plan Oversight Committee also discussed the amendment and did not oppose moving 

the amendment forward to the Planning Board for further discussion. 

 

Members of the HAC will attend the hearing at the Planning Board to speak on this 

potential amendment.  I would respectfully suggest that this item, and the other potential 

zoning amendments, be placed on the Planning Board agenda for December 20th 

meeting for a public hearing should the board decide to hold a hearing on the 

amendment. 

 

Thank you. 
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